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South Plains Homeless Consortium

Minutes of the Consortium Meeting


Wednesday, September 7, 2005

Meeting at the Work Source of the South Plains

Present: 

Name
Organization

Bob Terrell
WorkSource of the South Plains

Debra Rogers
Children’s Home of Lubbock

Becky Haskett
VA OPC

Shirley Terrell
Independent

Vanessa Parica
Covenant

Rebecca Williams
Children’s Home of Lubbock

Russell Harris
LIFE / RUN


Judy Norton
SPCAA

Connie Hindman
LIHN

Wanda Merritt
HUD

Estella Y Garcia
HUD

Gary Lee Frye
Lubbock Cooper ISD

Jim Fuller
Lubbock Cooper ISD

Doug Chapman
1st United Methodist, Lubbock

Kathy Roberts
HHSC

Mary Guetersloh
HOPE

Bob Terrell, President, presiding; meeting started at 12:05

Due to the recent relocation of evacuees from New Orleans, this meeting had to be moved from the Salvation Army to the Work Source of the South Plains.  City officials and many of the members were assisting at the Reese Center and could not attend this meeting.

Bob began by reading a memo from Nancy Haney to update the group on the current situation with the evacuees and the city’s response.

Minutes of the August meeting were distributed and approved. 
Treasurers Report:

We currently have $2552.53 in the treasury.  Approximately $175 was spent on the August count, but receipts have not yet been handed in or reimbursed.

Introductions of new members:

Connie Hindman is the new director of Lubbock Interfaith Hospitality Network.

Information on Responses to Hurricane Evacuees

· Disaster unemployment assistance (DUA) will be paid by Texas and repaid by Louisiana.

· The situation is changing from moment to moment as to how funds are to be distributed.

· Gary stated Cooper ISD has McKinney Vento Grant money for any homeless students

· HUD reported that Mayor McDougal has called the apartment association for assistance.  Public housing should not be affected by the relocation of evacuees.  They will use up to 20 units at Park Meadow Apartments, but most of the other housing will be in private apartments.

· FEMA will cover up to 18 months of rent.

· The question was asked if there would be funds available to assist with house payments instead of apartment rental.  Programs that were previously in place to assist with home ownership will continue to operate.  The primary concern is to get the funds to those who most need them.

· South Plains Community Action has 30 units available throughout surrounding counties.

· Tech is offering to accept Tulane students.

· LIHN reports that they are involving their network churches in putting together personal hygiene boxes.

· One big problem they are having with the evacuees at Reese getting services because so many people do not have any identification.

· The city has said they do not need any more donations of material good.  They do need money

· Wanda (HUD) stated we are needing to put together a list of available shelters.  Bob stated this was done for the COC grant.  That list is incomplete and needs to be updated to be of any use.  We need a standing committee for maintaining information about current shelter capacity and vacancies.

· There will be a job fair at Reese this Friday, sponsored by the Work Force Center.  Contact Danny Solis or Judy Richardson at 777-0292 for additional information.  

· There are also going to be many jobs available to help with clean-up.  These positions will probably split families.

· There is a need for sponsor families to assist with relational dynamics of relocation and displacement.  Judy is working as a case manager for rural displacement

· There is a grant available for rural communities to house / to help hurricane victims.  This information and application was given to Judy.

· Beware of e-mail scams.  There is a fraudulent e-mail circulating about assistance for gas and food stamps.

Old Business: 

· Reporting on the count from August 29: We did not have volunteers, as expected, so the effort was limited to the Salvation Army and Carpenter’s Church.  The count at the Salvation was between 15 -20, and at Carpenter’s Church, 26 individuals were interviewed.  Shirley is putting together the data that was collected.  Diane said their count was way down this year.  There was no street count.  Those interviewed stated that 75% of the homeless population will remain hidden.  There was a very positive response to the goodie bags and to the pizza.  Many expressed a need for mosquito repellant.  Mary purchased 24 cans to distribute.  The homeless interviewed expressed their gratitude and felt they had been heard

· Positive comments were made about the work done at Carpenter’s Church.  There is a locked locker for each person to keep personal items.  Street homeless can come in during the day to rest, cool off, and shower.  They would like to have a washer and dryer so that laundry services could be offered.

New Business: 

 Russell is willing to assume responsibility for the January count, but is requesting help.  We will need to put together a committee to start working on this.

Announcements:

The State Homeless Conference will be in Corpus Christy on October 11-14 at the Omni Hotel.  The SPHC is a member.  Those who are member of SPHC should be able to get membership rates.

Next Meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 5, at the Salvation Army, pending approval.  Details will follow by e-mail.  If you would like to be on the agenda, email Bob at bob.terrell@twc.state.tx.us. Or Debra at drogers@childshome.org 

Adjourned at 1:10
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